A. Introduction

Good morning (ladies and) gentlemen. My name is ___ and I'll be conducting the NATOPS portion of this brief. ______________ will be conducting the MISSION portion of the brief.  
Please hold all questions until the end.

Please make the following pen changes to your smart sheets
B. Conduct of Flight

1. Helicopter assignment and location.

I will be in FHAND ______ on spot _______ with _____________ <IP>

_____________ will be in FHAND ______ on spot _______ with _____________ <IP>
External call sign will be FHAND _____; the internal call sign will be _________. 

The Lead will be _________. The section leader will be _________.

2. Mission. Safe completion of two ________. <Events>
3. Sequence of events… Will be covered in the MISSION portion of the brief.

4. Operating and landing area… Will also be covered in the MISSION portion of the brief.

5. Applicable preset frequencies/manual frequencies… Please refer to your SMART sheet.
6. Navigation aids…Also refer to your SMART sheet.
7. Flight duration. We will call outbound for _______. 

8. Fuel planning.

FUEL ABOARD will be _______. gallons. 
GO/NO–GO fuel will be _______. 
9. Weight and balance is completed/in limits, and we will leave a copy with the FDO.

10. Flight publications required… Please refer to your SMART sheet.
C. Weather
1. Current Weather. _________________________________

2. Destination Weather. _________________________________

3. Minimum Op Wx: 600-1
D. Emergencies
1. System failures and emergencies will be handled internally, notifying the other aircraft when safe to do so. The Section Leader will determine the conduct of the remainder of the flight.

2. Inadvertent IMC: Either aircraft can call inadvertent IMC. If Wing loses sight of Lead, Wing will immediately turn away from Lead calling side and direction of turn.  Lead will stabilize and call base heading and altitude. Wing will call passing through 90º of turn. Lead will then turn in the opposite direction. Both aircraft will continue turn until established in VMC or for 170º from the base heading, whichever occurs first. When Lead rolls out, the PAC will commence a check–in with their status and fuel state. At this point one of three cases will exist:

a.
Case 1. Both aircraft VMC: Aircraft will join up as specified by the Section Leader. 
b.
Case 2. One aircraft VMC and one IMC: The Section Leader will call for a positive switch to Approach with a check–in. The IMC aircraft will contact approach, informing them of the situation and obtaining a discrete squawk. Once the IMC aircraft is under positive control, the flight is dissolved and both aircraft will proceed as necessary, returning to base if possible.

c.
Case 3. Both aircraft IMC: The Section Leader will call for a positive switch to Approach with a check–in. The Section Leader will inform Approach of the situation and obtain two discrete squawks. Once both aircraft are under positive control, the flight is dissolved and each aircraft will proceed as necessary, returning to base if possible.
E. Coordinating Instructions

1.
COMMUNICATIONS. Lead will make all external calls using the Section Leader's side number. Wing will initiate all maneuvers using the appropriate brevity codes. Anyone can make a safety of flight call.

2.
ID AND RECOGNITION. The Section Leader will squawk appropriate code in the ALT mode. The other aircraft will squawk the appropriate code in standby.  If the flight is dissolved or separated for any reason, each aircraft will squawk the appropriate code in the ALT mode.

3.
VISUAL SIGNALS. Please refer to your smart sheet.

4.
LOST COMM. [Step into view] For the purposes of demonstration, palms down signifies good comm/normal lighting configuration and palms up signifies lost comm lighting configuration 

a. LEAD LOST COMM: If Lead experiences a total radio failure, Lead will go to the lost comm lighting configuration and slow to 65 KTS to gain Wing's attention. The good comm aircraft will gain safe lateral separation and move abeam the lost comm aircraft, then go to the lost comm lighting configuration to signify, "I understand you are lost comm I am in position for a lead change." The lost comm aircraft will return to the normal lighting configuration, to signify, "You have the lead." The good comm aircraft will then return to the normal lighting configuration, to signify, "I have the lead." The lost comm aircraft will then slide back to the 45º bearing. The flight will then proceed as necessary, returning to base if possible.

b. WING LOST COMM: If Wing experiences a total radio failure, Wing will go to the lost comm lighting configuration, gain safe lateral separation, and move abeam Lead to signify, "I am lost comm." The good comm aircraft will then switch to the lost comm lighting configuration to signify, "I understand you are lost comm." The lost comm aircraft will then return to the normal lighting configuration to signify, "You retain the lead." The good comm aircraft will return to the normal lighting configuration, to signify, "I will retain the lead." The lost comm aircraft will slide back to the 45º bearing.  The flight will proceed as necessary, returning to base if possible.

F. Loss Of Visual Contact With Flight.
If Wing loses sight of Lead, Wing will maneuver as necessary to gain safe separation and call “___________ flight, lost contact.” Lead will remain predictable, calling base heading and altitude or communicate intentions, as appropriate.  Join up will be per Case I under inadvertent IMC.  If loss of visual contact occurs in the pattern, it is a mandatory waveoff for Wing.  Lead will continue to a landing.

G. Down Pilot And Aircraft.

If an aircraft within the section goes down, the good aircraft will execute the On–scene Commander Checklist. If the flight should come across a downed pilot and/or aircraft, the Section Leader will execute the On–scene Commander Checklist. The other aircraft should remain clear unless tasked by the section leader.

H. Aborts.

If an aircraft aborts prior to takeoff, the pilot will notify the other aircraft as soon as possible. On takeoff, if Lead aborts, Wing will abort with Lead if it is safe to do so. If not, Wing will continue to take off, enter a downwind and land clear of Lead. If Wing aborts, Lead will continue to takeoff, enter a downwind and land clear of Wing. 
______________  Will now give the Mission portion of the brief.
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